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My Family My Story

Expressions of children raised by relatives or other significant adults

Being raised by my grandma has to have been the single most important
thing that has ever happened to me. She is the most amazing person | have
had the pleasure to know and | thank God everyday for her being in my live.
Without her | have no idea how | would have turned out and | am very lucky
to have her. She treats me so kind and with so much love that | know she’s
not “just grandma” she is much more than that, she is my mom. Some
people get confused when you try to explain to them that you consider your
grandma your mom. They don’t understand how someone could drop
everything to rescue and take care of a child that they didn’t give birth to.
But that’s the one thing that they are missing. She didn’t have an obligation
to take in her daughter’s child and raise me as her own, she chose to. And
that makes all of the difference in the world. Tabitha, Age 17
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My Family My Story

Our best hope is for parents to love and care for their
children and to raise them in a happy, healthy home.
However, family crisis sometimes requires children to
be placed with relatives or other meaningful adults in
their lives. This type of custody arrangements is
commonly referred to as “KinCare.”

In Idaho, over 29,000 children under the age of 18 live
in households headed by grandparents or other
relatives. Roughly 10,000 of these children are being
raised without their parents present.

The My Family. My Story. Art Contest’s purpose is
twofold: to recognize the contributions of KinCare
providers and to provide the children who participate an
opportunity to feel connected with other children in
similar situations.

The following poems, essays and drawings are the
expressions of children who were placed in difficult
circumstances and yet have the resiliency to share their
experiences with others.

These are their families and their stories.

The Idaho KinCare Project, 2016




For more information about KinCare in Idaho visit:
www.211.idaho.qgov
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Winning Entry
Age 0-8
Kylee, Age7
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I’m Kylee Solders | am 7 years old. Me and my brother have lived with
our grandma for a year now. My grandma put me in Girl Scouts and
when Kade is old enough he will be in Boy Scouts. She helps out at my
school and is a leader in Girl Scouts. We have lots of fun and are
learning to be considerate and caring by the Girl Scout’s Promise and
Law. Grandma helped me sell my goal in Girl Scout cookies. We had
a booth. With my cookie dough money I had enough to pay my dues
for next year. | am a Daisy now and will be a Brownie next year. We
are planning a Girl Scout camp out. | can’t wait to go!
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Winning Entry
Age 0-8
Audrina, Age6
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Winning Entry
Age 9-12
Lidia, Agell

My life has changed so much without my parents. | live with my sister Daisy and
my brother. My sister Daisy has always told me do your best at school to make
my mom proud. | always do my best at school because I know my mom is
watching me from above. | sometimes ask myself why did my mom leave so soon
and it gets me sad and mad. 1 just wish my mom was here beside me. Without
my mom it’s been hard for me. 1 just wish my mom was here hugging me and be
able to hear her voice again. I wish I could hear my mom tell me I love you one
more time. | always go somewhere | could be all alone and talk to god and ask
why did he take my mom so soon. When we celebrate a holiday or Mother’s day |
just wish my mom was here to celebrate it with all of my brothers and sisters. Its
kinda hard for me to focus in a lot of stuff like school work but 1 still try my best
to make my mom proud. | am thankful my sister Daisy takes care of us or else we
would’ve been in a foster house. She is always there for us, helping us and
making sure we have everything we need.
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Winning Entry
Age 9-12
Annika, Age9

When | was 1-3 months old | lived with my mom. When | lived with
my mom | was really sick. | had a lot of disabilities. When I lived with
my mom we did not live in a house we lived in a car because my mom
did not have a lot of money because she spent all of her money on
drugs. It was an emotional time and a sad time. | got sick really easily.
But my life got soooo much easier and better. | moved in with my Aunt
Sunshine then I moved in with my Aunt Mimi (Jamie) and then |
moved in with my papa and my grandma. | live with my grandpa and
grandma still and I love them so much! My grandpa is the one that
mostly takes and took care of me. My grandpa got married to which is
my grandma now. Now | have a normal life except I still have to take
some medicine to help me go to sleep and help me stay asleep. | also
started gymnastics at Meridian Academy of Gymnastics and | go 3 days
aweek. | started in a rec class and then my coach asked me if | wanted
to go to team. Then I had only been in rec times and it was fun
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Winning Entry
Age 13-18
Dailee, Agel7

My Grandparents

I grew up in their loving care, was taught right from wrong and to always be fair.

My soul was made strong because they were there, by my side, all our burdens we share.
They taught me many things growing up, countless things, the list pies up:

Kindness, manners, courage, love, don't act rash when push comes to shove,

Keep my head on my shoulders and my chin held up high, if ts the stars | want | aim for the sky.
Don't abandon what ve started no matter how boring,

Even ifit means staying up late to finish work dug in the marning.

They taught me to think for myself and to use my head, ignoring what ohers may have said.
Kesp my grades high and my spirt higher, with confidence fiering in my eyes ke a burning fire.
With everything | do, | do with determination, to keep myself going despite my frustration.

The things my grandparents taught me are numeraus and unending,

To hear them al, would all be depending,

Onwhether or not you'l listen to my fife's story, Every now and 51l cause them to worry,

But /m stil young and there's stil things to learn, from my grandparents who seem to be stem,
But they're stem out of love and no matter how many years pass il always love them,
Because after all, its because of them that im proud of who | am.
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Winning Entry
Age 13-18
Tabitha, Agel7

Being raised by my grandma has to have been the single most important
thing that has ever happened to me. She is the most amazing person |
have had the pleasure to know and I thank God everyday for her being in
my live. Without her | have no idea how | would have turned out and |
am very lucky to have her. She treats me so kind and with so much love
that | know she’s not “just grandma” she is much more than that, she is
my mom. Some people get confused when you try to explain to them that
you consider your grandma your mom. They don’t understand how
someone could drop everything to rescue and take care of a child that they
didn’t give birth to. But that’s the one thing that they are missing. She
didn’t have an obligation to take in her daughter’s child and raise me as
her own, she chose to. And that makes all of the difference in the world.
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Distinguished Entries
Destiny, Age 16

My Grandma is my source of hope,
Throughout my life she’s helped me cope.
Teaching me from right and wrong,
Telling me J'll always belong.
Pushing me to do my best,

Making success my favorite quest.
My smile never seems to fade,
Because my grandma'’s love will aid.
Me in every struggle d come across,
She is totally awesome sauce!
Without her d wouldn’t be me,

For that J am grateful eternally.




My Family My Story

Jazlynn, Age 9
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Xavier, Age 8
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Jessica, Age 14

My grandma is my angel, she soved me and
protects. If it wasn't for her | would be in a
mess. God sent her down just for me, I'm glod
she is my family. | never want her 1o leave my
Slde, she gives me great advice. I'm getting older
way foo soon, | remember wihen she tied my
shoes. Helped me get rid of the monsters in the
night. Helped me keep fignting winen | wanfed fo
die. She's taken care of my every need, ond
when | ddnt deserve her she was there for me.
| love you grandma I'm glad you care and | want
you fo always be there.
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Faith, Age 4
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Haley, Age 10
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Journi, Age 15
My Family, My Story

My name is Journi Shayne Smith, | have
lived with my grandparents all my life. This is
how they made a positive difference in my life.
For example, they have always supported my
needs no matter how difficult it is. When | was
8 and a half years old my school teacher
noticed that there was something special about
me. That is when my mom (gma) knew she
had to take me to see the doctor.

So we did and that is when | got
diagnosed with childhood psychosis. So from
then on | have been on medication to help with
my psychosis. When | first got diagnosed | was
back and forth through BHC and other
hospitals. And now | feel better because | have
my grandparents on my side to support my
medical needs.
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Nina, Age 8
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Kiera, Age 9

Living Two Different Lives

First day here, anger issues.

Throwing tantrums, slamming doors,

Being sad, got me nowhere.

With my mom, it was off key.

It didn’t work out.

No food, no drinks.

She would always be gone.

My brother watched me 24 hours a day.
After living with my grandparents for a year,
Good grades, enough sleep.

A lot of energy.

| play more.

Enough food and drinks.

My dad is getting help in prison to be a better
father.

I am healthier, | am in gymnastics.
Everything is so much better.

They take me to fun places.

I AM SO HOPEFUL NOW.
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Haley, Age 15
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Cracks on the inside
Bruises lay beneath
My scars tell my stories
Yet nobody sees
Daddy didn’t know the difference between
Right and wrong
Mommy has too much history
To love a child on her own
A father’s mistake....A mother’s worst nightmare
Pawned off on another
Now engulfed in love and care
A little girl finally gets to grow up
And live a life that’s fair
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Gabby, Age 9
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Tristn, Age 16
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Alexis, Age 11
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Austin, Age 15

What Matters

Whals the mostimportantthing for a chid? Some would say it hes to do happiness, or
whether the parents are i the picure. In long run the best thing for a child s the thing that
benefts them the most for theirfuture, just because a child has his or her parents with them
doesn'talways mean they are geting the best reatment. | balisve it is muich simpler then thet,
more simple than just & mom or a dad. | think it al has to do with the kind of role models each
chid has in their ves, for me, | had my undle and my grandperents,

| believe n strong family values, but as & person who grew up in & different situztion now
Ining in & broken family, | befleve the stersotynicalidea of strong family values aren't universal for
each chid. | have been taught old school concepts, while Iving i a world that has slowly began fo
remove these ideas from our everyday ives. My uncle and my grandparents have taught me every

basic atribute that has made me the person | am today, a person | am preid to be.
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Lexi, Age 11

My toy egins with e geting elken away from my et when ] was aout
or4 ecausethy did drgs, [ was in and ut of foter care, [ id nt ke i
s ot un. When my dad got out of i, went 0 v with him, ARer abut
2103 years hewent bk o i, Then my arat aunt and great grendmother
e and got e, they save me rom going back into foster care again, My
auntand gandrmothergot ul guedianshipof me, and they gave mea bl

home, 1ve with my aunt and she has 3 ki who ar ke brother and s,
My aunt has made it posibl o do sports and other i things. | ot to stay
thesame school and stay in the same neighborhood. [useto not speak to my
mom but my aunt tod me [ should, 0 now ] do. My aunt s when my
parnts getoutand are doing good | cam 0 and lve with them, 'm happy
Whee ' afand o e ids ik me fe the sme way,
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Eli, Age 13

My Grandmother Became my Fairy Godmother

This s how it ll began - Long,long ago inthe Treasure Vally far, far away. There was oy that was
bom thirteen years ago, He was born into & family who argued ot but the mother f he family oved
the young boy and tll does. That poor by was not taken care ofby bis Fher, an all ofhis teehbad
caviies, So his grandparents paid for his eethtobe pulld outor capped. Then his mother started o
take him 10 bis grandumother when she b to work more ofien, So,hisgrandmother besome hi lega
guardian. She ook care of him, and she supportedhim ot some things ke bsebal, Junior Bible Quiz
and Teen Bible Quiz. She taught him how to use his manners, He gets ol the necessary things that help

him hrough lfe ke going on a vacaion to Disney World or Minnesota POOF! That s how hs
(Grandmother became hs Fairy Godmother,

The End
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Jaime, Age 12

| may live with my grandparents but I'm
pretty sure it’s way better than living
with my mom or dad. When | was born
my dad left my mom and | haven’t seen
him ever since. 1 lived with my mom for
1 month and she does drugs and when |
am glad I live with my grandparents.
They spoil me and let me hang out with
my friends and my mom never did. But
it’s not bad living with my grandparents
except the fact that my grandpa has
Alzheimer’s & dementia and | help my
grandma with him all the time. But it’s
not that bad. | enjoy staying or living
with them, it’s fun and they are fun.
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Nate, Age 12
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Estevan, Age 12

So challenge is to write how your
relatives as your parents have changed your
life. Living with my grandparents they haven’t
just changed it they reformed it into something
that is great. So to say my grandparents have
given me many things. They gave me a home.
They let me have fun. | play every sport at
school and my grandparents pay for
equipment. | have straight A’s in school
because my grandparents push me to do my
best. I love to read books because my
grandparents read me stories when | was little.
So my life is so much better. This may be
short and not in depth, but my life is not in
depth, it is just simply the life for me. To
borrow a phrase from Fault In Our Stars “live
our best life today,” which is true because of
my amazing grandparents.
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Alex, Age 9
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Collette, Age 9
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Jazmin, Age 10

Since [ moved in with my grandparents, I have made some

nice friends. My grandparents are nice to me and I’m nice

to them; they love me to death. They make sure that [ have

everything that [ need. They let me get clothes if we go to
town and sometimes | use my allowance.

I have a great school and it has awesome teachers. I love
them and they love me. In school I always ask the teachers
if they need help; I love to help anyone that needs it.
My Grandpa & Grandma takes us camping, fishing, boating
& swimming. I help them plant the flower & vegetable
gardens. I enjoy working outside.

[ have a niece who is almost 2. She’s starting to talk a lot &
she’s the cutest thing I have ever seen in my life.

I’m looking forward to my future. I want to be a teacher or
a nurse when | grow up.

That’s my story.
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With Thanks

Thanks to our wonderful
sponsors!! Without the generous
contributions of our sponsors, the
My Family. My Story. Art Contest
would not be possible.

Thank you to our primary Sponsor:

Thank you to our other sponsors:

Whath om your Het today? ol firdiat

FredMeyer

Walmart

Save money, Live better,
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