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Our best hope is for parents to love and care for their children
and to raise them in a happy, healthy home. However, family
crisis sometimes requires children to be placed with relatives
or other meaningful adults in their lives. This type of custody
arrangements is commonly referred to as “KinCare.”

In Idaho, over 29,000 children under the age of 18 live in
households headed by grandparents or other relatives (6.8%
of children in the state).

The My Family. My Story. Art Contest’s purpose is twofold: to
recognize the contributions of KinCare providers and to
provide the children who participate an opportunity to feel
connected with other children in similar situations.

The following poems, essays and drawings are the expressions
of children who were placed in difficult circumstances and yet
have the resiliency to share their experiences with others.

These are their families and their stories.
The Idaho KinCare Project, 2017

For more information about KinCare in Idaho \visit:
www.211.idaho.gov
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Winning Entry
Age 0-8
Audrina, Age7
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Winning Entry
Age 0-8

Kaycee, Age7
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Winning Entry
Age 9-12

Gabbriella, Age 10
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Winning Entry
Age 9-12
Annika, Age10
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Winning Entry
Age 13-18
Star, Agel14
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Winning Entry

Age 13-18
Fabian, Age15
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Distinguished Entries

Conner, Age 13

Living with my uncle

Around last year my uncle had finished college and had stayed with us until he could find ajob
somewhere. | had always lied him because we were always there for me asa kid, 1 was in 70 grade and

it was during the summer and some of the year. | started staying up ate to tak to him and Just watch TV
with him because | loved being around him. Eventually we started talking about my future 2nd Just stuff
I meeded to get off my chest, it elt great to have someone to talk to finally, | was never ome to talk to
family about problems. Some nights we would even go outsde to talk it was something that | really
Needed. t changed me. | felt better knowing there was someone that | could really talk to. We even did
campfires out in the backyard and talked until 2:00 A.M. Even nowin my 8 grade year | still call him
and text i to talk about stuff. He really changed the way | talk to pecple and | open up. "Nl never
forget what he has done for me and how many times he has been there for me.
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Sitka, Age 9
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Alexis, Age 13
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Joshua, Age 4
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Alakonn, Age 15
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Patience, Age 7




My Family My Story.

Adelyn, Age 2
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Akwa, Age 1 4
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Elizabeth, Age 10
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Jordan, Age 14

AST Walk, T walk with My head helé high.
E\m-Yonc Szes @ §’crang_ '\aPP\[ il Nobad

Wowld cver sug st anything 8 Secnt, Buk
What Yhey dontRnow ie how Tr all starke) .

Yrom Yhe moment T pas been, T Was oo
Fightec T 1005 oom o manth, tacy. T Was geay,
Yhe Coloc 0§ the voas. Then My pacents
Werent being 9008 pacents. 50 When T woas

mie menths old | God put Yoo ama:t—ing
fcoplc in my \}Q¢.chy Yook me in ) wnder
heir Wing. They're my pasents new,; nok
My Grandpareats; my posents. Thee Wi\
0dwoys be s’rmﬁglts in Iife. Bt T was
born o Qighl—cr. And T Wnow T. con
OVtrecome anything Yhok Comes my Woy.




My Family. My Story.

5 /2yl 2017
Qear Tdrbo Kincare Pro ject 2017,

L aw /-/cy/exé Gr«/»wﬂcewr,
and weitivg tHeis for //A//a.«.. Ske
is_ Yyearold o

A/sy/aul fl{pf& 0T louw bsiuj
with, ok Crand wma. and B bop,
Aife staging with you, this is
my home. Love fo go campixy
. aud going to chureh )

Haglew's picture is o ¥ canping.

3«5_\»\1—, ‘g

red- pich P

3'“’ = 'l‘va.;lc.y‘

brows - ved-yejbo mp-fi'b

3 .pqplﬁ ém‘/[ﬁu “Goanduna- Gcbqp
- Haglen calls hev bread Jathe bebgo

Thasnk oo i
Hloy few el Hes vt




My Family. My Story.

Joseph, Age 9
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A heartfelt thanks to our participants
and to all our KinCare families,

making a difference in children’s lives

around the state of Idaho.
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